
John 12.12-29 - “The Unexpected King” (Palm Sunday) 

We’ll be working through the discussion questions below during the morning meeting, so don’t feel 

you have to have studied them beforehand. However, if you’d like to, please feel free! 

Starter question:  

We’ve seen many leaders on our TV screens over the past month – political leaders, leaders in 

healthcare/science, business leaders etc. What expectations do you think people have of our 

leaders? What do we hope they can be, say, or do? 

1. The Unexpected King: John 12.12-15 The Humble King 

Q1. Read John 12.12-13 again. Looking at these verses, what kind of expectations do you think the 

crowds had of Jesus? 

Notes to help you: 

 The palm branch was part of Jewish festivals, but it was also a Jewish symbol of 

independence that had been used in Jewish rebellions against the Romans.   

 Hosanna literally means “give salvation now”.  

 The passage the crowds are shouting is found in Psalm 118.25-27.  

Q2. Read John 12.14-15. Look now at Jesus response. In what ways does Jesus confront and 

challenge the crowd’s expectations? What kind of king is he showing himself to be?  

Notes to help you: Look up Zechariah 9.9-12 to see the prophecy that Jesus is fulfilling.  

Q3. Reflection question. How do these truths about Jesus change the way we think, feel, or act? How 

is Jesus a different kind of king/leader to the ones we see on the news at the moment? 

2. The Unexpected King: John 12.17-23 – The King of the World  

Q1. God’s plan through the whole of the Old Testament had been to send a saviour for the whole 

world. Can you think of any clues or examples either in the Old Testament or in the Gospels that this 

was always God’s plan? 

Notes to help you: Look at the Old Testament promises, such as the famous ones to Abraham in 

Genesis 12.2-3, or look at the way Jesus interacted with non-Jews.  

Q2. Like the Jews of Jesus’ time, it can be easy for us to think of certain types of people as being 

more likely to follow Jesus than others. What kind of people do we (consciously or unconsciously) 

think might be more likely to become followers of Jesus? How can we change our thinking?  

3. The Unexpected King:  John 12.23-29 – The Glorious Servant 

Q1. Jesus says in this section that “the hour has come for the Son of Man [Jesus] to be glorified”. 

Looking at these verses - how will Jesus be glorified? How is that different to the way we might 

expect a king/saviour to be glorified? 

Notes to help you:  

 Look back also at v.16.  

 Feel free to look on to v.30-36 as Jesus expands on this teaching.  

Q2. How does Jesus teaching on “glory” change the way we think, feel or act? 


